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ASSISTANT SOCRcTARY OF DSFENSS 
VVASHINOrOi'J, D, C. 20301 


memorandum of CCNVERSATiON 

SUBJECT: 6(5cretary Laird's Meetin 

Participants: Secretary Laird 

Ambassador Bunker 
Mr« Nutter 
Mr. Doo 1 I n 
General Purs ley 


g with Ambassador Bunker, 4 February I 97 I 


■ tlT/ulTlX ^ = 8 -ker had 

comments. Ambossador Bunker s Uterthat'^hi"h d''^' 

it was quite cLolatr Thrimh «■ th Pres ident Thieu, noting that 

asked him to pa^s tw^thlnns f-'^si^'ant Thieu had 

will have to ?rv to do snm ? r Nixon; first, the enemy 

in South Vietnam and tC p'"®-d rTJ'’'^ Presidential election 

ments between May and October this yL^ arari'ow '? C^daploy- 

second, President Thieu has told his peooeth?,,? T P°fa'blei 
mean US abandonment and ,,n. i r^ f ^ redeployments do not 

some time ^^rsu^r! ^ " statement to this effect 

^ight''trpufup'cInd?L^es ^or^t^l ^he NLF the 

put forward specific amnl^f «-• ^ ower house; and, also, that he should 

Bunker stated^hat PresMent ^5® '^u'^ proposal. Ambassador 

important factor SlaS^h"?""" ''= 

move .n this direction to keep the peace vote from go inTtr-li^M^nh 

-ti^rhL^^In^cer'n^^haTCra're „°o t = ' 

say that „e have abIX”™"™ ations" fTrT,7 ' 

he felt it would be wp 1 1 if h Vi etnami za t ion , and stated that 

and CIA met to revievT he neoo? t NSC staff, 

clear that such arguments arfF F ?% absolutely 

curred, and ag?e:d^:Fh H SeFe aFv haJ ^h'^n* -n- 

cne :>ecretary that the Department of State should 
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-ted that there see.s 

too feit that this^rwew'wa ttt 

that President Thieu realizes that ^ "f pessary, and noted again 

be made more concrete and specific. Proposal needs to 

The Secretary then t- -> . i_ 

the US with.;ega,.d Tetlrt^ ?k"‘' - 

Ambassador Banker so inform PresidLt Ihf^ ’'u ' '■P>l“«stdd that 

• pjro^rs hMd^^r:,--- £ ' r F-'-- - 

-.3, the Ambassador noted that Pte^^d::; ^ ^o 

Frrs-t'i-i^J^L-X and hard 

i^Pon his return to Cof.rsX I?® Ambassador stated that 

-- win Pea. more energetical .ywFh^;raff;ri:r^rdr;g^^^ 

reports thit'th Ambas,sador whether he haH -u 

P that the new Japanese Ambassador tn q • seen the recent 

his government's policy from th^r! Saigon, Mr. Togo, wants to ch^nr,« 

K.tihara. Whereas Kitahara favored Jaorne.! • ^ Predecessor, Ambassador 
as well as the fertilizer plant desired Oanang area 

thL'^^rr^® investment be limited to La[/anr' recommends 

that It be exclusively in the Saiaon nr^! ' sized industry, and 

personnel nor the investments suffer f li'" neither Japanese 

said that he had not seen these reports^'^burc^ Ambassador Bunker 

are interested in participating in the ^Hir 5 ®'‘'tish 

asis. He also noted that Ford Motor ro '’'^^er deal on a commercial 

been to Vietnam, and that the oH^ representatives as well as 

th^k^r “PdPPning th. up-coming 
thinks Vice President Ky will run an=* *. President Thieu still 

make up his mind imi-ji 9ainst him and that "Bln Mii-itiii 

I^w .,*iV 1 summer. The Ambsscado.- , -j ^ Minh',' won't 

Ky will take soundings but decide not h'S "own hunch" is that 

prefer a southern Buddhist as his runninn ^'^ereas Thieu would 

hor:: AmL'^dor n^?d"h:t xy again T 

Posal is that! each candidate must have ?L house pro- 

T = ' Counci I iX The°Se„'ata f”' 

and 50 Provincial CouncilLX^r ctd^U^^'^Hut : 
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President Thieu believes that if the lower house version is accepted, there 
may be two or three candidates, whereas if the Senate version is adopted 
there will be three or four candidates. The Afnbassador said that Thieu 

runner at the present time; "Big Minh" does not have the An 
Quang Buddhists with him and Ambassador Bunker said he was not altogether 
sure that he will get them. The Ambassador said 'that he believed Thieu 
will be supported by the two Catholic parties, the Farmer-Worker Party, 

e Revolutionary Dai Viets, and the opposition party, together with the 
administrative structure. 


As the meeting concluded, Mr. Doolin mentioned the subject of negotiations 
"•^ring that the Amba ..... 3 * 

sees the value of 


noting that the Ambassador may wish to mention to Secretary Rogers that 

he sees the value of a review at this time. Ambassador Bunker agreed 

noting again that the critics are lining up on the issue of our ostensi 
inaction in Pans, 
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Prepared: Dennis J, Doolin 

OASD(ISA) 

5 February 1971 



Distribution; Original (Cy 1) - SecDef 

Xerox (Cy 2) - SecState 
Xerox (Cy 3 ) “ Dr. Kissinger 
Xerox (Cy 4) - ASD(ISA) 

Xerox (Cy 5) - Mr. Doolin 


I 




